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Wallis, so challenged, replied once more briefly in the
c Transactions/ and then finally held his hand.

lsrot so Hobbes. In 1674-, at the age of eighty-six, ho
was again in the field with f Principia et Problemata
aliquot Geometrica, ante dcsperata mine breviter expli-
cata et demonstrata;'.1 managing even now, in the
chapters dealing with questions of principle, to throw
out some original observations of the kind that lie
strewn throughout the mathematical works and re-
deem them from the reproach of utter waste. His last
piece of all, ' Decameron Physiologicum,'2 published
four years later, when he had completed his ninetieth
year, was a new set of dialogues on physical questions, in
the fashion of the earlier ones, but now with a stroke
added at "Wallis's doctrine of gravitation in the fl)e
Motu.' And a demonstration of the equality of a straight
line to the arc of a circle was, of course, thrown in at
the end, to show him true as ever to the desperate pur-
pose that had maintained the long quarter of a century
of strife.3

i L., v. 151-211                                            2 E., vii. 69-180.

3 This final demonstration has (with one or two before it) the merit
at least of brevity, which Hobbes ended by aiming at after he had
been convicted by Wallis of losing: himself in the extreme complexity
of his earlier constructions. Among all Wallis's many exposures of
the incoherence and futility of his quadratures, the most brilliant, as
well as comprehensive, is given in ' Hobbius Heautontimorumenos,'
104 if. Up to that time (1662), Wallis reckons twelve different at-
tempts at least, all more or less inconsistent with one another.
Wallis's contributions to the controversy, having done their work
(only too ruthlessly), were excluded from the collected edition of his
writings (1693-97) and have become extremely rare.